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Chronological Report of my Life in Russisn Prisons

On Dec. 1lst 1837 I wes arrested at the custom house in Moscow, where I was
preparing my property to pet locked through for my departure from Rusaia;_

I was immedietely brought to the Lubienka prison where I wes shown the

ordeyr of arreét dated from Charkow from Nov. 27th, on acoount of Paragr. 58
{(political roasons). After e quarter of an hour I wes brought to the big
Butyrke prison into & eell for 2¢ men. Gradually this cell was filled up
wntll it held 140 men, sleeping on and under wooden boards, about 2=3 men per

mg. While still in Moscow, 1l days after my arrest I was called out and

- qu@atinned by an officar of the NEWD. to give a full confession of my

alleged counter revolutionary activities on behalf of the germen fascist
government, but no concrete acousation was brought up egainst me, only the
nemes of & number of my - russien and foreign colleesues from the Charkowe
.yhysiaotechniaal-Inﬂtlﬁuﬁa‘were mentioned as being members of & counter
révqlution&ry organiszation, as Shubnikov, Landau, Ruhemann, Welasberg, Famin,
stc.. I was told that if I gave & full confession, ] would immedietely be

 aent abroad, Of course I did not make n faulse confession and deni&d'ahy
- motivity sgainst the USSR« On Jan. 4th 1938 I was brought up in a prisoner

car by reilway to Charkew end put into the prison Cholodnaje gora in Cherkow
in & eell which was still more overcrowded than thet in Moscow, but without
any sleeping accommodetions so that we all had to lie on the floor. I re-
~mained there till Jan. 10th when I wee brought into the central Charkow

. prison of the HEWD, into & oell perfectly clean and not too overcrowded. Here

my fellow prisoners tried te persuede me to give a false ennfessaon of thought
out thinws a8 they had done mysslf since soomer or later I had to anyhow in
order to save a lot of trouble., The same dey I wes asked to give a confession
again by & queaticning official, named Drescher, who threatened me to best

me and to get enything out of me. In the evening of Jan, 11th begen sn unw
interrupted questioning of 11 days with the exception of § hours interruption
the first dey, and about 2 hours on the second day. Ke concrete charge was
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brought up againet me as in nearly 21l cases of people I have seen in
russian prisons end I wee told to glve all faots waalf.. The only 2
questions thet wore agked worey Who induced you o jain the wun‘ber
vovolutionary orgenization and whom did you induce yaursalf? Three
officiale. quentioned me in turn of about § hours eaah, the fira‘b 2 days

I was allowed to it on & chair, later only on the edge of & ohair and
from the third day T war forced to shtand nesrly all day, I wae always kept
awake, ond when T fell from lack of sleep I was brought to by nmms of
oold water that was poured on my faoe, The chief officirl who led my
questioning was named Pagra%moi. The night of Jen. 22nd shorily after

| midnight Pogrebunoi showed me en order of arrest of my wife and another
order to bring my children into & home for besprisornis under & false
nams 80 that I would not be able to find them ever ageim. I was of the
opinion that they were all still in Moscow, I have learnsed since that
they had left shortly after my srrest 8o all T was told was bluffing
but in the state of weaknese after nearly 10 daye without any sleep I
fell for it. In this state I fell unconscious nearly every 20 = 30
minutes but I wes swnkened every time and my feet were so swollen that
'my shoes had to be vub off. I was beaten lititle only ocossionally and
not with imtrumants as many other prisopers I have seen and I vwas told
by them that the treatment I hsd to underge myaelf wos very mild indeed
if oompared with what they had to endure in beating. At the end I de=
slered T said I were ready to sign any statement they wanted under the
condition thet my femily were to be sent abroad izmedié.taly and I would
be shown & letter from abroed by my wife telling me her whersabouts, after
3 months, In case I would not get such a letter I would revoke any statew
ment I made, I signed m short stetement as they asked me, thet I was sent

- to the USSR by the Germon ﬁastapa, for espionagee. Then I got to eab
luxuriously end got tes and wes sent %o sleup to my cell where 1 slept
for about 36 hourss Then I was _aalce& upstairs again and there 1 wrote a
long conflession of about 20 peges in German and I wos very cereful to
give only names of people whom I knew to be sbrosd, or whose evidence
ageinst me = of course forced by Srd dezree methods 8lsc «~ was ghown
to me, I had to write about espionage, sabotage and counter revolutionary
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- agltation and I wes absolutely free to invent enything I liked no cor=
rbhoréﬁion by facte or by other evidences am to meterial facts being
nesded, I made nuolear physics the theme of my esplonege, though at

- thet time no techuiesl agylioaﬁiuna of nuclesr physics were known #ince

zfiasian‘waﬁ not yet discovered but I wrote & lot of phrases that the
‘nuclenr energy 18 there and that iﬁ noeded only the right way to start e
chaln resctlion in the way gf‘pqpﬁlar novels on this matter. Arother ine
strument I wrote I had spled upon was an instrument furdmsgauyiﬁg absolute

 velosities of airplanes by the number of magnetic fines of forse whiéh went
through & coil a device sontradlioting tﬁe law of conservetion of anmrg§ and
heing obviously & perpetuum mobiles I intentionally mede my confeasion es
stupid&aa posslble in order to be able to test that it is nonsense in case
of & triel and I put in a short statement in English in oiphered form that
I wae under third degree torture and that all I wrote 4is pure inventlon,
During the last year of my being in Cherkow meny yeoyl@ I lmew and I knew
perfectly well as being innooent had besn arrested already and it was
stated that they all had given evidence to be guilty. I did not know then
sbout the method how these statements were forced from the people but I had
told my wife in ocase s signeture would ever be forced from ms I would leave
out the full stop after my signature, end in case the signature were given
by my free will I would always put & full stop after my name. I had opporw
tunity to do so and left out the full stops in the written confession. My
written confession wes translated into Russisn and was left alone and was not
troubled any more til August 1838, living til Mareh in e olesn prison cell
not too overorowded in the centrel prison Gharkow. On March thﬁ 1tth I

was called agsin end & letter from my wife dated from Copenhagen was glven
to me. The same dey I wes trensferred to the Cholodnays Gora prizon in
Charkow to a8 emall cell, rather dirty and very overcrowded where I remained
t1l August 2nd. Food was very little and we suffered rather from hunger.

- The rations consleted of 600 gr black bread containing more water then

_ordinary bread (equivalent of sbout 500850 g of ordinary bresd) sbout
16«20 zr. suger, s mug of soup containing little nourishing value and 12
spoons of porridge of some kind a day, from fair estimates mads by
physiclens I met and by myself about 900=1000 Cal per day.c Food waz alweys
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given regularly end I don't know of eny cases that prisoners were not
given their rations, Trestment by prison offlolels wes hard but not
sadistic, but thers existed cells where conditions were much worse for
people who hed not given the confession or evidents wanbed, I remained
here until Auzust 2nd whon I was sent to Kiew in "Stolypin oar" a specisl
sort of rallway oar for prisonors. I remained in Kiew til Octcber lst

1928 where was asked to glve wore evidence especially against a {riend of
mine Profy Leipunski, member of the party and an absolute sincere man.
From prisoners in my cell I learned that he was arrested in another oall
in Kiew and a man in my cell tried to persuade me to give evidence ageinst
him snd told me whet I should say. No special pressure was used against
me and therefore I did not give any evidence against him or egainst Prof.
Obreimov, ancther member of our institute, that I was asked to give, Prison
econditions in Kiev were much better then in Charkov, the roome being very
clean and food s little bit better. It was hard though because it wae not
allowed to eleep in daybinme, On October lst 1838 I was sent back Lo
Charkov and put intoe & olean cell in the centrel prison. Prisons were not
so overcrowded more at thet time, but still there were le2 per&ana/h? of
room, I was not questionsd til January 1839 agein when I was asked to
gign en application for soviet oitizenship, For that omse they promised
me the lesdership of e big institute for my research work to bs bullt by the
NEWD itself but I did not consider that offer to be sinaara; having met
foreigners in prison cells who had agrsed to such an offer without huving
been relessed and therefore I saked I could talk about this matter only
after reléaaa and after having cosmunicetion with my femily. This time

was the only one when I got eome of the things that were sent to we by my
wife snd from Mrs. CohneVossen, & friend of mine in Moscow, I got & blanket
and & few pleces of underwear. I did not get eny letter nor any money that
wag Sont to me from abroad, ss I have learned sinces Thie wes rether bad
because all the time there was the possibility to buy some additional food
supply and smoking material for about 20 rubles a fortnight and this helped
B greet deal but since I hed less than 100 rubles on me when I was arrested
I nearly never could make use of this possibility and therefore I had lost
sbout 18 kg in welght snd became more and more feeble. I ocould net think
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of u revocation of my confession the year before and when 1 wes asked to glve
wore evidence, against porsons as Qbreimov whom I knew to be in the USSR, I
deglined but I confirmed my i‘omer confesgion not wanting t& have all the
trouble over again. On the new evidence they were not preeaing very hard.
In. F’ebwary 1939 I was sent egain to Kiew whers I was put sgein in the i
ventral prison but im an underground cell without an;,v daylight (ertificial

. 1155&1% was in all cells slways ﬁurinf_g all nin*ht-}, which was very humid, I
was asked again by & new oificial to give evidence against Obreimov and
Lelpunski and I ima threatened to be bﬁatah in omse I refused and shown
written evidence of both of thom sgeingt me in their own handwriting. I

wes very weak then, I could hardly walk about and o I decided to confiym
thelr statemente on counter revolutlonary activity about myself and that I
knew about '%:hﬁira. I put in some slight disorepancies concerning dates eto.
with their ovidence and my evidence wns accepted. Again I wae told I would
be sent sbreoad. In May 1938 1 wae asked by the peoples commisar of the
in’bei*iazr of the Uorains himself to give evidence agiinst Prof, Frits Lange -
& good physicist and friend of mine who was working in Uor. Physico. Techn.
Ingtitute and also ageinst Prof, Ladau, Prof. Joffe and Prof, Kapitza &ll of
then being pfaminen‘b physliciate of the USSR. He told me they knew well that
all of then wers sctive sples and members of & oounter revolutionary orgene
ization and they only wanted me to confirm this. I said I knew nothing
about it but I did not tfy to :jevo}ca»my own statements ‘_g,iven earlier. This
. oonfirms the fect I hed often heard in prison cells about especially by men
who once had boen officials of the NEWD themaelves that it is quite usual to
mlleat evidence abaut cuunt@t ravalutiumry actiﬁ‘by of prominent people
who are not arrested at all in cese their arrest should be effectusted later
ons Neither Lenge, nor Joffe or Kapitza ever ‘have been arrested as far as

1 learned since, No paper or books were aver allowad in prlsen vells and
therefore it wes nearly impasnible to do any work., Yet from the very
boginndng of my prison time I decided to work under ell gonditions end singe
1t was the only field I could do it in I started already at the end of 1987
to think about problems of the theory of mumberss All I knew was Buclids
proof about the exlstence of an infinite number of primes and I“ started
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K thinkmg on the problem whether there exist an infinite number of the
type 6x + 1 and éx + 1 also, while for the 6x = 1 and 4x « 1 I could
f£ind Suclids proof hold with a slight elteration offhand, 1 had no
‘writing meterlsls but I tried to write some numbers with matohes on &
plece of soap or on pleces of the wall where it could mot be seen, but
I had to ex‘&inguiah it all every day before lesving the cell for the
toilet, I ‘thought about thet problem more than a year and fimlly in
Kiew in the first days of Morch I found that any form xa * xy y with
%,y being relative prime camnot contain sny other factor than primes of
6x + 1 type or 3, and the sum of to squares of relative prines conteins
. only primes 4x + 1 or 2. After solving this problem I found Yermats
theorem {I only lesrned its neme after I left the prison aa,ﬂth Bll
theorems I found) and quite & mumber of theorems in slementary theory )
of numbers, When I found on August 6th an elementary proof for FPeruats
 famous preoblem for n = 3, which se have laarned gince is essentially
the same a§ Eulsr by a descente infinie I got so exoited about it because
I did not know Hulers slementary proof to exist that I made application
to the peoples comnisar of the Uoraina to get' paper and pencil = I =aid
1 want to work out en idea of mine on & method in radicmctivity which
might be of economic importance. When my petition waes not g;.ra'nted I
wont on hunger strike (only declining food, not water). I was alone in
a cell then snd succeeded in getting paper and pencil efter 8 days of
hunger strike by which I wes very wuoh weekened since I was in a bad
atat& when 1 started. I wrote a number of theorems, I had found the
- so=-galled indices of theory of numbers, & theorem of Luces end a new
proof of s theorem of Sylvester whiah/%ge acurse of publication at the
Jahresbericht upon the advice of Profy ven der VWeerden whom I have told
sbout my prison studies in theory of numbers I even could keep éwi‘itix'n.g
materials when Prof. Melamet (a philesophy professor from Odessa) wes
put into my cell end I remeined there, so thet a eould make steady progress
in theory of numbers. In August all my evidence I had glven 11/2 years
eariier was rewritten end I was asked together with Prof. Cbreimov for a
sowcelled "doubls guestioning® in which he « of sourse it wos all pure
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invention « he stated before my eyee that I hed induced him while sbill

in Berlin to do espionsge work for the Naszls < though at the time of

his visit to Berlin the Nezis were not in power and & quite mmall party.

I affirsed all his statements beocsuse I did not want and in the stote of
health I was in could not afford to go another time aover all the tortures
‘egein by which I was threatened, Suddenly on September 30th 1939 I was
ealled. out and brought to the station in & olosed car end ma brought to
Mosoow, I did not know sbout the wer til Jonury 1940, The isolation of
prisoners 1s extreme in Rusels the only source of information being what

is told by new arreated prisoners end I had not ssen such people for & sone
slderabls time. In the train I sew that the official who had questioned
-me before travelled with me on the same train end in Moscow I was brought
lmmediately intu the central prison of the NEWD on the Lubianke. While
I was still in the showerbath everybody arriving there had to go through

I wes already celled for being questioned, I was brought into & |
luxuriously furnighed room in which & man in the uniform of & general

of the NKWD set and beside him in sivilian clothes a very intelligent
looking man who presided end who asked me politely to ait down and then
esked me what I felt guilty of. I asked sgain "Do you want to hear whet
confession I signed or do you want facte? Of course facts he replained.
Thia is the flrst time I am esked this guestion within these walls I seid.
But.since you went to have them the only thing I feel guilty of is that I
stole & palr of underwsur in the Charkov prison a year ég@ by extinguishing
the prison stemp on them by Caleiumchloride in the toilet. Thatts all.
And what about your confession? He asked? That's all purs invention? Then
he ssked who had forced me to give a confession and by what means 1 was
forced, I gave all the nomes as far s I knew them snd all details. We ars
going to clear 1t all up he sald shortly and I wes brought back to my

sell & good cell, where I wus alone and I liked that better by the WEY
since I could work. All was extremely clean and I got books, very good
ones too, speoial food in quite sufficlent gquantity and e packege of
¢igarettes every day. Though my Elev manuscript hed been taken sway from
me when I entered the Lublenke I got writing meterials agein without eny
effort end I went on to cccupy myeelf with what I heve learned since Lo

be Polls problem and other things in the theory of numbers, In this oell
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I remained without being called a single time until ths beginning of
December 198§ being all the time alone, After all I had paseed it was a
treats In the first part of Decomber I was called up again by ancther
officisl who ssked me absalu’h'ely‘ correctly about everything and I
answered all questions correotly. When I asked to write or %o cable to
my femily = I supposed them %o be in Englend from where I had last :
hesrd from them in August 1938 or to send & osble he said I shell soon be
sent outs I then asked specielly not to be a-énﬁ to Germeny and he made e
note of it. About & weok later I got new clothes and was sent to Butyrka
‘prison into one of the big cells where I had been 2 years previously, tut
- 4%t was not overcrowded then. All people in the room were Germans, not all
of them forelgners, some had taken the soviet ¢itigzenship. Among them
I was glad %o meet another German professor, Profs Fritg Eae*bhag;- former
Professor at the Breslau university for applied mathematiocs and later vréfugae
living in Tomsk. He had beon errested as German - though being & jew = and
~was forced to invent a esplonage story, alsc, But in contradiction to my
cagse a sexntence of yoars of lmprisorment had been passed on him. Shortly
after my arrival he was removed from the cell and I never hesrd sboub him
aince, In this cell always we all got special food in sufficient guentity
and clgerottes and we had the impression that we wers kept there beonuse ,
‘most of us were in e very bed state of health and they did not went to gond
us abroade Most of the people were Qermen workers, skilled workers most
of them or engineors, epecialist and many of them former communistes Among
them wes Hugo Eberleln, frisend of Lenin and Liebkueoht end former member of
the executive conbtrol committee of the Komintern, president of the communist
frection in prussien lendtag for meny yeers. He had been beaten geverely aleso
like nearly ell of them. BSowe wers called out and presumably sent abroad,
some arrived directly from camps in Siberism and the far Yorth. In Merch I
wes oelled out by myself end ssked to slgn a paper thet I wus not to tell
about what I have seen in Russian prisons and thet I would sgree to do
secret work for the USSR. ebroads. This I signed because I had learned from
‘meny people thet most of them were ssked to sign such & paper, otherwise
one would be kept indefinitely. I again ssked ms & condition not be bs sent
into Germeny and this was promised to me by the official who mede me sign the
paper. On April 17th 1040 some were gathered into another cell in the seme
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building end on April 30th we all were called out, & mentence weg read to
each of us, that we were condemned to be exiled from the USSR. by & special
court of the NKWD. and we were transported in a prison car to BrestelLitowsk
“where we all were teken over by officiale from the Gestapo, We wers nob
set ira?; but teken to &’ Gestapo prison in Blals Podlaska & ausll town near
" the franﬁiﬁr line and aftoer some &ays we all were transported to the citadel
of Lublin, Isolation was not ae ptrong thoere es in Russian pri&ené@ the
‘regime was more millbtary and food and accommodation gonditions much worse
£hﬂn the lest time in Homoow. Every day we heard the aangs and ‘noises from
drunken Geﬁ%apo officers below our windows while wo learned that every dey
about & hundred Poles and Jews were executed in the prison court, We had paaged
the frontier on May 2nd 1940 and were transported to Berlin on lay 26th,
 Some of us were brought into e Nagi= "Ruckwendererheim” where thﬁy-wwre set
fros after a few days but some of us, dmong them I also was brought to the
police prison on the Alexanderylnta* By the way the only prisan in wy o
perience where I have mot lice, - Eere 1 met people from concentration campa
whﬂ told me about German camps apnd a well experienced comuunist who advised.
me how. to behave before the Geatapos, A week later I wes brought to e small
prison at the Gestapo headquarters in the Pring-Albrechtstrasse where 1 was
esked about my Russien experionces, why I hed left Gﬁrm&ny and gone to
- Rusgia, about souwe cammunist friends of mine in Qoruany before 1935. i
_o61d them I had known those people but I did not kmow about any illegal
aetivity of theirs confining my informetion nevertheless on such people I
knew to be abroeds I wes asked to glve an account of my Russia&'aﬁgerienﬁaa
 wha¢h I did, also mmntianing by prscautian the paper I had gﬁan.aad@ o
gign bub pot the fact thet I hed asked not to be sent to Germany. On
July 16th’£inally I was set free. A few days later I met Prof. ve loue
from whom I learned the whereabouts of my fewxilys. A¢ soon es ' he had heerd
that I am in Germany in & ﬁeaﬁap@ prison he went there himself, ﬁfoughﬁ‘mn
BODE money snd d4id all he could to sceelerate my 1ibaraticn.

. F" gl H’
May 19th 1946,

P«8s 1 bave buen ssked several tlmes by many people to publish ﬂamathing
on my Russien experiences since the wer betwoen Germany end Russlia bepen,
I alweys declined this strictly becesuse I do not want eny propagandistic
gonslusiong to be drawn from my expariences., I also do not want this .
information to be used for publication.
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